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Governments across Europe have adopted measures to limit the spread of Covid-19 pandemic. The

measures impacted the relationship between landlords and tenants. As this situation is

unprecedented, the legal basis provided by lease agreements and the applicable law is uncertain. It

is therefore up to courts to rule on the merits of tenants’ claims invoking the impossibility of paying

their rents because of forced closures during lockdown periods. Various arguments raised by

tenants in different European countries are presented in this report as well as the resulting case law.

This report has been compiled by BCLP’s offices in France, Germany and the UK in close

collaboration with the firm’s regional best-friends network across Europe. Special thanks to Stibbe

(Belgium and Netherlands), Kromann Reumert (Denmark), Krogerus (Finland), Nctm (Italy), Uria

Menendez (Spain) and Lindahl (Sweden). 

For a copy of the report, please send a mail to peter.schaefer@bclplaw.com
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MEET THE TEAM

This material is not comprehensive, is for informational purposes only, and is not legal advice. Your use or receipt

of this material does not create an attorney-client relationship between us. If you require legal advice, you should

consult an attorney regarding your particular circumstances. The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and

should not be based solely upon advertisements. This material may be “Attorney Advertising” under the ethics and

professional rules of certain jurisdictions. For advertising purposes, St. Louis, Missouri, is designated BCLP’s

principal office and Kathrine Dixon (kathrine.dixon@bclplaw.com) as the responsible attorney.
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