
© 2025 Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner LLP.

1

Partner Jean-Claude (J.C.) André was noted Aug. 17 by Law360 for BCLP’s representation of

University of Edinburgh astronomy professor Andy Lawrence, who has filed an amicus brief in a

consolidated set of appeals before the D.C. Circuit Court challenging the FCC’s decision to allow

Starlink satellites in Earth’s lower orbit. At the center of the appeal is the FCC’s recent order giving

SpaceX the go-ahead to bring the rest of its Starlink broadband fleet closer to Earth. Right now there

are more than 4,500 active satellites in what Lawrence calls near-Earth orbital space, but within a

decade he says there could be 100,000 – bringing with them an increase in light pollution and radio

emissions.
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This material is not comprehensive, is for informational purposes only, and is not legal advice. Your use or receipt

of this material does not create an attorney-client relationship between us. If you require legal advice, you should

consult an attorney regarding your particular circumstances. The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and

should not be based solely upon advertisements. This material may be “Attorney Advertising” under the ethics and

professional rules of certain jurisdictions. For advertising purposes, St. Louis, Missouri, is designated BCLP’s

principal office and Kathrine Dixon (kathrine.dixon@bclplaw.com) as the responsible attorney.
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