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Located in one of the world’s key financial, business and commercial property centres, our London

office is home to nearly 700 lawyers who act on complex projects for over 30 FTSE 100 companies

and more than 50 Global Fortune 500 companies, providing quality, full-service legal advice in the

City, throughout the UK and worldwide.

Those cross-border projects, touching 130 countries, are delivered in close co-ordination with our

other offices around the globe, and via a network of over 100 market-leading law firms in

jurisdictions throughout the world.

Our legal work for clients in many areas has seen our firm become a top twenty law firm by London

revenues. Areas such as:

▪ Real Estate

▪ Finance

▪ Corporate Finance

▪ Dispute Resolution

▪ Tax

▪ Regulatory

▪ Commercial

▪ Employment
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▪ Competition

▪ Restructuring

▪ Energy and many more disciplines

MEET THE TEAM
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Drafters beware! Court of Appeal on the significance of express terms

Every so often the Court will reaffirm the primacy of express terms while re-stating the rule that implied terms can

only be relied on to the extent they are (i) so obvious as to go without saying, or (ii) necessary to give an

agreement business efficacy. The latest is Contra Holdings Ltd v Bamford [2023] EWCA Civ 374, handed down by

the Court of Appeal last month. This commentary will come as no surprise to practitioners, and yet it serves as an

important reminder that implied terms should not be relied upon as a fall-back where express drafting falls short.
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NEC4: January 2023 Amendments
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In this Insight, Lucy Hawley and Sarah Platts consider the key changes made to the NEC4 suite by the January

2023 amendments.
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Some tips on the future of tipping

The way in which tips are allocated in the hospitality, leisure and services sectors has long been a contentious

issue. Under the Employment (Allocation of Tips) Act 2023 (the “Act”), which has just received Royal Assent and is

likely to come into force in approximately one year, employers will be banned from withholding tips.
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The Digital Markets, Competition and Consumer Bill: Taking a closer look at the impact

on subscription contracts
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MEES, the next chapter: plotting residential real estate’s route to net zero

MEES Regulations have meant that since 1 April 2020 landlords of residential property have been prohibited from

letting out properties below a minimum EPC rating of E unless they have registered an exemption. With the last

step of the initial phase of the MEES journey coming to fruition last month in respect of a similar prohibition on

lettings of commercial property, the anticipated trajectory of the Government’s green policy means that all lettings

of residential property would need to achieve a minimum threshold of EPC C by 2028. In this article, we look in

detail at the current legislation affecting residential property, what we can expect for the next phase of the MEES

journey and the wider implications this may have on the residential housing market.
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The new Water NPS: a milestone for water resources infrastructure projects

Publication of the Water Resources Infrastructure NPS marks a milestone for water infrastructure projects as it is

the first NPS for water resources pursuant to the 2008 Act, coming 15 years after the regime’s creation. First

published in draft in late 2018 – and with a four and a half year wait for its ultimate update - this publication will

provide much needed clarity for developers of and interested parties to the projects that come within its scope.
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Corporate Briefing - May 2023

Welcome to the Corporate Briefing, where we review the latest developments in corporate law that you need to

know about. In this month’s issue, we discuss: HM Treasury (HMT) and FCA review of the criminal market abuse

regime Following a review of the criminal regime, the FCA and HMT have identified a number of areas where the

government believes it would be appropriate to update the regime. Takeover Code changes The Panel has

published Response Statement RS2022/3 and 2022/4 introducing various amendments to the Takeover Code

which take effect on 22 May 2023. New proposals in the Green Finance Strategy for the UK’s largest private

companies In March 2023 the government announced plans to consult, in Autumn/Winter 2023, on a requirement

for the UK's largest companies to disclose net zero transition plans. FCA Speech on reforming our capital markets

ecosystem A recent speech …
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