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BIOGRAPHY

Jessica has a broad practice across all areas of real estate disputes, and regularly advises clients

on a wide range of asset management and development issues.  She also has expertise in

specialist areas of property litigation: rights of light, telecoms and business rates.  

Jessica has extensive experience managing cases at all levels of the court system and in specialist

tribunals.  She recently acted for Tesco (the successful respondent) in the Supreme Court case of

Cardtronics & ors v Sykes (VO) [2020] UKSC 21, relating to the separate assessment of ATM sites

for business rates purposes.  

Jessica is an accomplished presenter and speaks regularly at external events, and was invited to be

a panel member at the Landmark Chambers Annual Rating Conference 2019.  

https://www.bclplaw.com/en-US/offices/london.html
tel:%2B44%20(0)%2020%203400%203732
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RELATED INSIGHTS

Insights

Dec 21, 2022

Briefcase 2022 Quarter 4: Key real estate cases and updates

Insights

Dec 14, 2022

What a relief! High Court grants relief from forfeiture of an option to take a new lease

This decision has confirmed that a court can grant relief from forfeiture in relation to a tenant’s option to take a

new lease.  It is a useful reminder for landlords that forfeiture does not apply solely to leases, and is a helpful

example of the factors a court takes into account when considering whether or not to exercise its discretion to

grant relief from forfeiture. 

Insights

Sep 30, 2021

Briefcase 2021 Quarter 3: Key real estate cases and updates

Insights

Jun 05, 2020

Business Rates win for retailers in UK Supreme Court

The UK Supreme Court has given judgment on the rateability of the sites of ATMs hosted by retail outlets. It has

ruled that ATMs operated by a company other than the store operator should be assessed as part of the host

store. Separate assessments of ATMs sites, which resulted in significantly increased rates, were incorrectly made.

There are wide ranging implications for retailers, both in relation to ATMs and in-store concessions.

Insights

Apr 07, 2020

Covid 19 - Business Rates (England) - what new reliefs from rating are available for my

business?

On 17 March 2020 the Chancellor of the Exchequer announced measures to help businesses through the current

crisis, in the form of a multi-billion pound package of business rates support, grant funding, and an increase in the

amount that businesses can borrow through the Coronavirus Business Interruption Loan Scheme.
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Insights

Jul 12, 2019

TRUE INTENTIONS? Contrived redevelopment schemes will not defeat Code rights.

A landowner cannot contrive a redevelopment scheme to prevent an operator acquiring Code rights,  if the

scheme’s only purpose is to obstruct Code rights. The recent case which decided this follows the trend of

operator-friendly decisions on the new Electronic Communications Code (the ‘Code’), and adopted 1954-Act case

principles.

Insights

Dec 22, 2017

New Electronic Communications Code to come into force on 28 December 2017

The much criticised Electronic Communications Code will be replaced on 28 December 2017 with a brand new

Code, designed to support the rollout of a robust and sustainable telecommunications network throughout the

UK.

Insights

Mar 14, 2017

The cost of high fashion: penalty clauses in rent concession letters

The recent case of Vivienne Westwood v Conduit Street Development concerns the effect of a side letter

documenting a rent concession and whether a term entitling the landlord to terminate its effect was

unenforceable as a penalty. It is an essential lesson for landlords when negotiating side letters, and reinforces the

importance of giving careful consideration to the full effect of any terms agreed.


