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BIOGRAPHY

James specialises in planning and development consenting, as well as environmental assessment

and compulsory purchase and compensation issues, Planning Act development consent orders,

Parliamentary, Transport and Works Act and highways matters. 

He has advised utility companies, developers, local authorities and other public bodies and has

experience of the water & sewage, energy, airports, ports, rail, housing and retail sectors.

James has particular expertise in securing consents for and interfaces with major infrastructure

projects.

James is an active member of the National Infrastructure Planning Association, and of the

Compulsory Purchase Association.

https://www.bclplaw.com/en-US/offices/london.html
tel:%2B44%20(0)%2020%203400%204132
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ADMISSIONS

England and Wales

Real Estate Sector

Zero Emission Vehicles & Charging Infrastructure

Oil, Gas and LNG

Power

Real Estate

Infrastructure

Planning & Zoning

EXPERIENCE

Energy

National Grid: North Wales connection project, Bramford-Twinstead connection project, South &

East Anglia Link offshore project, Mid-Wales connection project – lead external legal adviser on the

promotion of various new major high voltage powerlines connecting the existing Grid to new

generation.  Advising on the associated promotion through the Planning Act 2008 Development

Consent Order (‘DCO’) regime, as well as associated consents.  This includes advice on all aspects

of the project including environmental impact assessment (EIA), Habitats Regulations, compulsory

purchase, and associated advice on conventional Town and Country Planning Act consents.

National Grid: Snowdonia undergrounding project & Dinorwig asset replacement project - on the

necessary consents for new underground high voltage power lines, including CPOs in each case.

National Grid: electricity lines, various sites - on the retention of existing powerlines and associated

infrastructure.  Advice included consideration of compensation, associated negotiations and

preparation for a statutory wayleave hearing, and dealing with the subsequent compensation claim

in the Lands Chamber and then the Court of Appeal.

National Grid: interface with generation and other schemes, various sites - on the interface with

other DCO promoters and generator interfaces in the DCO process.

RELATED PRACTICE AREAS
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C.GEN: gas fired power station – advising on proposals for a gas fired power station, following the

DCO process, including associated conventional planning matters, and advice on the interface with

other DCO projects. 

Water and waste water

Thames Water and Affinity water: new reservoir proposals and water transfer scheme – advising on

major new water resource strategic resource option proposals, and the progression through policy &

DCO process.

Thames Water & Bazelgette Tunnel: Thames Tideway Tunnel - on the promotion of the DCO for the

£4.2 billion Thames Tideway Tunnel Project in London. 

Thames Water: various operational sites - (Beckton, Riverside, and Mogden Sewage Treatment

Works) on the evolution and submission of conventional planning applications and environmental

statements, providing continued advice in relation to the progression of the applications and

associated negotiations regarding conditions and Section 106 obligations.

Southern Water: new wastewater treatment works - on the development of the £350 million Brighton

& Hove Wastewater Treatment Project, for a new wastewater treatment works and associated linear

transfer infrastructure.

Ports

C.RO Ports – advising on port expansion proposals to accommodate greater capacity.

Major port operator – advising on port (river Thames) rationalisation and expansion.

Major port operator – advising on major port expansion proposals in southern England, to

accommodate greater capacity. Associated DCO promotion advice.

Transport

Heathrow Airport Limited: expansion proposals – on the promotion of the expansion proposals,

including a new third runway.  Advising on all aspects of the consenting process and strategic

approach, in respect of surface access to and from the airport.

Thames Water: Crossrail – advising Thames Water on the interface with the Crossrail (Elizabeth

Line) proposals, including concluding a global framework agreement to regulate the interfaces
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RELATED INSIGHTS

Insights

May 03, 2023

The new Water NPS: a milestone for water resources infrastructure projects

Publication of the Water Resources Infrastructure NPS marks a milestone for water infrastructure projects as it is

the first NPS for water resources pursuant to the 2008 Act, coming 15 years after the regime’s creation. First

published in draft in late 2018 – and with a four and a half year wait for its ultimate update - this publication will

provide much needed clarity for developers of and interested parties to the projects that come within its scope.

Insights

Apr 26, 2023

Re-consultation on the Draft Energy NPS: key policy changes

Significant revisions to the draft energy NPS published for consultation align with other strands of government

energy policy and legislative amendments being introduced via the Energy Bill. They strengthen the need case for

energy infrastructure and support its faster deployment, with a particular focus on offshore wind, which is

identified as a critical national priority, and new electricity network infrastructure.  Alongside these revisions, the

government is also consulting on proposals to introduce a community benefit scheme to ensure that communities

that host electricity transmission network infrastructure are able to positively benefit from it.

across the Thames Water catchment.

National Express Group: west coast mainline - on the transfer of Transport and Works Act Order

powers for a linear rail project, and associated transfer of third party agreements.

Docklands Light Railway: various - on several Transport and Works Act Orders for the Docklands

Light Railway (for the London City Airport extension, Woolwich Arsenal extension, and Stratford

International extension) at various stages.

Other

Olympic Delivery Authority: London 2012 Olympics - dealing with the evolution and submission of

extensive and detailed planning applications and accompanying environmental impact

assessments made by the ODA in respect of the London 2012 proposals in East London. 

Major housing developer: various sites - on a variety of schemes across England, including planning

strategy and associated issues.

Tesco Stores: various retail schemes - on a variety of schemes across Tesco’s portfolio at varying

stages in the planning process.
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Insights

Apr 06, 2023

What does the new EOR framework mean for developers?

The government’s consultation on the proposed new system of Environmental Outcome Reports to replace the

existing environmental assessment regime, provides a clearer idea of how it is likely to work in practice.  In this

Insight we examine the proposed changes and consider whether they will simplify this complex assessment

regime in practice.

Insights

Mar 14, 2023

NSIP Action Plan: What does it mean for project promoters?

The Government’s Action Plan on how it proposes to improve the NSIP planning process has some good ideas,

most of which amount to fine-tuning rather than a fundamental change. Whilst some of the changes may

increase the cost and time burden for promoters at the pre-application stage, this is balanced against the

potential benefits of a higher quality and more robust service offered by PINS, policy clarity and the availability of

a ‘fast track’ examination process for certain applications. However, complex projects may experience more

limited improvements to the planning process, which may be a concern for promoters of these schemes.

Insights

Oct 04, 2022

Mini-Budget: Reforms announced to Major Infrastructure Planning

The chancellor’s 'mini-budget' on 23 September introduced some significant planning reforms.  In a separate blog

we discussed the new Investment Zones announced that will benefit from tax reliefs and liberalised planning laws.

In this blog we discuss the new government’s proposals to reform the planning regime for major infrastructure

projects.

Insights

May 05, 2022

Energy Security: can the planning system deliver?

Fundamental weaknesses in the UK’s energy security revealed by recent global events created a catalyst for

urgent government review and prompted publication of the Energy Security Strategy in April 2022. The planning

system will play a critical role in delivering this ambitious Strategy, but it also has the potential to derail it. Changes

are proposed to overcome the planning obstacles, but will they be enough to keep the Strategy on track? 

Insights

Jan 20, 2022

Emerging details of the new Biodiversity Net Gain regime

The DEFRA consultation published this month on the scope of the biodiversity net gain regulations to be

introduced under powers in the Environment Act 2021, provides developers and landowners with a much clearer

indication of when the new BNG requirement will be applied and how developers will be able to satisfy it.  In this

Insight we discuss these emerging details and their implications.

Insights

Nov 04, 2021

Staying Alive: Extending the Life of a DCO

The regime for Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (NSIPs) allows for Development Consent Orders

(DCOs) to be granted for a set period of time (often 5 years), but only recently has it become clear that time limits
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can be extended to keep DCOs alive.

Insights

Oct 27, 2021

How long would you queue for water?

This blog considers the long term planning for water resources in England, and how water companies can ensure

that they de-risk the long lead in process to delivering the necessary assets.  Clearly, water management covers a

number of aspects, including leakage management.  We focus here on some of the major new capital investments

required, known as Strategic Resource Options.


