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BIOGRAPHY

Paul is a New Zealand qualified Senior Associate and registered as a foreign lawyer with the

Brussels Bar based in BCLP’s Brussels office, where he specialises in antitrust and competition law.

Paul’s practice covers all the key areas of competition law, with a particular focus on merger control

and foreign investment regulation. Paul holds a postgraduate qualification in EU competition law

from King’s College London.

Paul regularly advises clients on multi-jurisdictional merger control and foreign investment,

competition law compliance and regulatory investigations. Paul has advised clients across multiple

sectors including technology, online platforms, retail, energy and entertainment.

https://www.bclplaw.com/en-US/offices/brussels.html
tel:%2B32%20(0)%202%20792%202424


© 2023 Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner LLP.

2

RELATED INSIGHTS

News

Apr 14, 2023

BCLP is advising Industrials REIT Limited (Industrials) on its £500m+ take private by

Blackstone

News

Apr 12, 2023

Legal 500 EMEA 2023

Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner LLP has been ranked in 14 practice areas across 4 jurisdictions in the 2023 edition

of The Legal 500 EMEA Guide.

Insights

Mar 28, 2023

Doing a deal as an abuse of dominance? The ECJ’s decision in Towercast

On 16 March 2023, the ECJ published its judgment in Towercast (C-449/21), confirming that Article 102 TFEU

(which prohibits abuses of a dominant market position) may apply to transactions which fall below national and

EU merger control thresholds, and have not been referred to the European Commission under Article 22 of the EU

Merger Regulation (“Merger Regulation”). This followed the opinion of Advocate-General Kokott on 13 October

2022, which we analysed here. The judgment, in an echo of Continental Can, re-establishes a mechanism for

competition authorities and third parties to scrutinise below-threshold transactions (which would not otherwise

be subject to mandatory merger control filings and review), including so-called “killer acquisitions”. It will generate

concern and uncertainty for merging parties, and potentially opportunities for aggrieved third parties, while its

wider significa…

News

Jan 27, 2023

BCLP advises McWin on acquisition of majority stake in L'Osteria
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Insights

Jan 19, 2023

The year ahead in Brussels – the European Commission’s expanding scrutiny of M&A

As we enter 2023, the European Commission is redoubling its efforts to scrutinise transactions on a variety of

bases. The focus has been on the digital sector for some time, but the impact of the Commission’s expanding

toolkit for tackling perceived harms to the internal market can be felt across many parts of the economy. In this

article, we explore the current trends in the Commission’s regulatory activities in the M&A space - touching on

merger control, foreign direct investment, the Foreign Subsidies Regulation, the Digital Markets Act, market

definition and whistleblowing - to highlight the breadth of issues that dealmakers should keep in mind to ensure

they don’t fall foul of Brussels’ ever-expanding rulebook.

Insights

Nov 01, 2022

Operating in the digital space? 10 things you need to know about the Digital Markets Act

Insights

Jul 26, 2022

BEIS issues anticipated National Security & Investment Act market guidance notes

Following on from its first annual report on the National Security and Investment Act (“NSIA”) in June 2022 ), on

19 July 2022 the UK’s Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy (“BEIS”) published its first set of

“market guidance notes” on the NSIA regime (see here). These guidance notes are based on BEIS’s analysis of

notifications received to date since the regime came into force in January 2022, as well as feedback from

stakeholders on their experiences with the nascent regime to date. In this short article, we summarise the new

guidance and advice from the Government as set out in the market guidance notes and what this means for

parties active in M&A. 

Insights

Jun 28, 2022

National Security and Investment Act 2021 – UK Government Publishes Its First Annual

Report

On 16 June 2022, the UK’s Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy (“BEIS”) published its first

annual report into the performance of the National Security and Investment Act (“NSIA”) regime. The report -

which BEIS is required to publish pursuant to section 61 of the NSIA - looks at the first three months of the NSIA

regime since it came into full force on 4 January 2022, and provides insights into how the nascent regime has

been working.

News

May 05, 2022

BCLP contributes to International Competition Network at Twenty book

In celebration of 20 years of the International Competition Network (ICN) a collection of essays focusing on the

ICN’s second decade has been brought together into one publication, The International Competition Network at

Twenty,  launched this week at the ICN Annual Conference in Berlin hosed by the German Federal Cartel Office

(FCO) in Berlin.  Brussels-based Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner (BCLP) Partner Dave Anderson and Senior

Associate Paul Culliford played leading roles in the overall project including co- editing the book and contributing

an essay analyzing the ICN’s important work in the field of international merger control.


