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START-UP & VENTURE CAPITAL

OVERVIEW

Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner excels at building deep and enduring relationships with

entrepreneurial businesses ranging from pre-revenue start-ups to late-stage companies preparing

for an exit – as well as the angel, venture capital, growth capital and strategic investors that fund

them. 

We combine decades of start-up experience, presence in accelerator and venture investor

communities and industry insight to provide pragmatic, cost-effective counsel. We are committed to

help launch, grow and successfully exit business ventures.

PitchBook consistently ranks us among the top 25 most active venture capital law firms in various

regions.  We operate from several of the world’s major venture capital hubs and understand the

dynamics and drivers of the entrepreneurial ecosystem.

TAILORED SOLUTIONS

As a global, full-service law firm, we have the knowledge and resources to assist in:

Formation: We assess the most advantageous entity structure for the business by evaluating

potential arrangements and tax implications, and creating key formation and foundational business

documents using our Start Up Kit.

Structuring and Negotiating Financing: We structure and negotiate financing arrangements ranging

from seed stage to late stage equity investments, debt arrangements, royalty structures and beyond.

We represent and work across the table from capital sources including angel investors; venture

capital funds; academic, government and commercial research institutions; and banks and other

strategic investors and lenders.

Intellectual Property Creation and Protection: We advise on patent, trade secret and copyright

protection of intellectual property, including preparing patent applications, drafting agreements to

maintain confidentiality of intellectual property and reviewing third-party patent portfolios. We craft

strategies to protect and license clients’ intellectual property, both domestically and globally.

Strategic Partnerships and Corporate Alliances: We structure and negotiate research and

development licenses, joint ventures, strategic partnerships, and other collaborative arrangements

vital to their success.
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Third-Party Commercial Agreements: We provide fast, practical, value-added counsel in the

preparation, negotiation and management of third-party agreements including terms and

conditions, software licenses, terms of use and privacy policies, vendor contracts, distributorship

and representative arrangements, consulting and services contracts and other commercial

arrangements.

Employment Advice: We counsel companies who are hiring their first employees, prepare

employment agreements, advise on incentive compensation arrangements and develop internal

training programs. We also defend all types of employment litigation including wrongful

termination, discrimination and breach of employment contract.

Compliance and Regulatory Services: For clients subject to federal and state regulations, such as

data privacy and security, securities, environmental and export controls laws, our attorneys

understand and seamlessly navigate these legal complexities.

Expertise in IPO and M&A Exit Strategies: We prepare registration statements and prospectuses and

assist clients with the public company listing process. Regularly ranked by Refinitiv (f.k.a. Thomson

Reuters) as a top 25 M&A law firm by number of U.S. deals, we also advise on a variety of M&A

transactions, including stock and asset acquisitions, mergers, tender offers, leveraged buyouts and

recapitalizations.

BENEFIT TO OUR CLIENTS

We work with an entrepreneur’s focus, at an entrepreneur’s pace and on an entrepreneur’s budget.

We provide:

▪ Enduring Relationships: We serve as trusted advisors, committed to our clients’ long-term

growth and success and frequently represent serial entrepreneurs through multiple start-ups

and exits.

▪ Cost-Effective Solutions: We handle business matters by leveraging lawyers in our locations

that have rates, and experience, that are appropriate for early stage companies.

▪ Practical Innovations: We make award-winning innovation, creative pricing strategies and

technology solutions available to any companies.  We are continually improving our Tool Kit

platform for our start-up clients

▪ Technology Expertise: We advise ventures spanning a range of cutting-edge technologies and

have a strong grasp of the nuances of fintech, ad-tech, augmented and virtual reality,

blockchain, IoT, AI and other emerging areas.

▪ Robust Network: We actively partner with key industry associations, angel investor groups and

start-up incubators nationwide.
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RELATED INSIGHTS

Awards

Nov 03, 2022

U.S. News - Best Lawyers® 'Best Law Firms' 2023

Insights

Mar 16, 2022

BCLP Co-host Webinar with the Good Company on ‘Raising Capital in the US – Preparing

Today For Growth Tomorrow’

Awards

November 4, 2021

U.S. News - Best Lawyers® 'Best Law Firms' 2022

Awards

Aug 19, 2021

M&A & Corporate Finance

Securities & Corporate Governance

Technology & IP Disputes

Employment & Labor

Commercial Contracts

MEET THE TEAM

RELATED PRACTICE AREAS

C. Brendan Johnson
Partner, St. Louis

brendan.johnson@bclplaw.com

+1 314 259 2438

https://www.bclplaw.com/en-US/people/charles-brendan-johnson.html
https://www.bclplaw.com/en-US/offices/st-louis.html
tel:%2B1%20314%20259%202438
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Best Lawyers© Lawyer of the Year 2022

Awards

Aug 19, 2021

The Best Lawyers in America© 2022

Webinars

Apr 07, 2021

Webinar – Building a Business: Attracting, Motivating and Managing Talent

Events

Apr 06, 2021

Taavi Annus to Speak on Webinar regarding Baltic Companies

Events

Apr 05, 2021

BCLP Sponsors 2021 Midwest Venture Showcase

Insights

Mar 31, 2021

Lessons Learned from New York’s Second Cybersecurity Action

The New York Department of Financial Services (NYDFS) has announced its second regulatory enforcement

action against a regulated entity (a New York licensed mortgage banker and loan servicer) for violating NYDFS’s

Cybersecurity Regulations. The action involved the mortgage banker’s failure to report a data breach – a breach

caused by an employee overriding the company’s multi-factor authentication (MFA) protocol – enabling intruder

access. The company agreed to pay a $1.5 million fine and take several actions to bolster its cyber risk and

assessment practices.


