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ANTITRUST

OVERVIEW

Our leading Antitrust & Competition practice includes over 75 dedicated lawyers located in 15

offices across the US, UK, Belgium, France and Germany. Our significant global coverage

is combined with intimate local knowledge of markets and regulatory regimes. Whether your issue

is international or domestic, we will provide the strategic insight necessary to help you manage

antitrust and competition law risk and at the same time achieve your commercial objectives. Our

team provides commercially-focused, full-service competition and regulatory support to clients,

ranging from compliance policies and training to cartel investigations and merger control. The

expertise of our team is substantive and diverse – in private practice, in industry, at regulators, in

economics and in law. We are well-equipped to offer innovative, efficient and effective solutions. We

are continually recognised for our work, and Global Competition Review has named us “one of the

world’s leading competition practices”.

Government Contracts & Public Procurement

Brexit

COUNSELLING AND COMPLIANCE

In addition to working with clients dealing with significant domestic and international cartel

investigations, we act as trusted advisors to clients on the full spectrum

of antitrust issues, including assessments of supply and distribution arrangements and

other vertical agreements, horizontal cooperation agreements and monopolization/abuse of

dominance questions. Given the importance of compliance, we help companies devise and

implement policies by understanding the risks facing their businesses.

When there are concerns about conduct, we work with clients to undertake the necessary internal

investigations, focussing on identifying and mitigating risk. We also have extensive experience

RELATED PRACTICE AREAS

AREAS OF FOCUS
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helping clients with queries relating to State aid and public procurement. With years

of experience advising clients across regulated sectors, we bring a strategic approach to achieving

a successful outcome, and our strength and depth across multiple industries provides clients with

exceptional insight into the common themes and challenges facing regulated businesses.

MERGER CONTROL

We help our clients minimise the cost and burden of complying with the multiple systems of merger

control that now exist worldwide. Our expertise helps clients obtain clearance in those jurisdictions

where notification is required, in the shortest time and in an efficient and co-ordinated manner.

Members of our team have successfully advised on many high profile and complex transactions,

including obtaining HSR clearance from the US competition authorities and responding to second

requests, as well as Phase II investigations by the European Commission and UK Competition and

Markets Authority. Our strong relationships with the US, EU, UK and other competition authorities

enable us to navigate the merger control process smoothly, from briefing papers and pre-notification

meetings to notifications, oral hearings and, where necessary, negotiated modifications and

remedies. We are able rapidly to assess whether and where your transaction may need to be

disclosed, and we advise you as to regulatory risk to allow for well-informed decisions that affect

the future of your business.  

COMPETITION LITIGATION

In the past decade, our award-winning team has been at the forefront of advising clients in

disputes concerning alleged anti-competitive conduct, including bringing and defending damages

actions and defending class action suits (involving allegations of unlawful agreements,

monopolization, and abuse of dominance). Globally, we have acted in many key competition

litigation cases. Unlike many practices, we represent a wide range of clients, including both

defendants and claimants/plaintiffs. Using our comprehensive knowledge and experience from

different standpoints, we stay one step ahead in formulating successful strategies.

AWARDS

UK

▪ Ranked Tier 2 in Legal 500 for Competition Litigation (with 6 of our team individually ranked in

this area). 

U.S

▪ Chambers USA – Georgia Antitrust

▪ Best Lawyers – Lawyer of the Year 2019
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▪ U.S. News and Best Lawyers Best Law Firms National Tier 1: Antitrust Law and Litigation 2018

MEET THE TEAM

EXPERIENCE

▪ Advising Home Depot on a series of antitrust recoveries, including Polyester Staple Fibre, LCDs,

Lithium-ion Batteries and Titanium-dioxide.

▪ Major global antitrust investigations including FOREX, freight forwarding and car parts.

Rebecca A. D. Nelson
Partner and U.S. Leader, Antitrust &
Competition, St. Louis / Washington

rebecca.nelson@bclplaw.com

+1 314 259 2412

Andrew Hockley
Australian Registered Foreign Lawyer
(admitted in England and Wales) and
Global Practice Group Leader - White
Collar, Antitrust, and International
Trade, Sydney

andrew.hockley@bclplaw.com

+44 20 3400 4630

https://www.bclplaw.com/en-US/people/rebecca-a-d-nelson.html
https://www.bclplaw.com/en-US/offices/st-louis.html
https://www.bclplaw.com/en-US/offices/washington.html
tel:%2B1%20314%20259%202412
https://www.bclplaw.com/en-US/people/andrew-hockley.html
https://www.bclplaw.com/en-US/offices/sydney.html
tel:%2B44%2020%203400%204630
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RELATED INSIGHTS

News

May 22, 2023

BCLP delivers 2023 senior managers development program for the Association of

Foreign Banks (AFB)

Insights

May 09, 2023

The CMA’s Draft Sustainability Guidance - the latest agency to step into the international

green competition policy debate

The UK’s Competition and Markets Authority (“CMA”) has published its long-awaited draft guidance on

sustainability agreements between competitors (the “Draft Guidance”). In doing so, it acknowledges that

collaborations seeking to tackle climate change may warrant special treatment. As with much of the guidance

published by a number of other competition authorities, the CMA’s focus is on collaboration agreements between

competitors in relation to environmental sustainability measures. In this article, we look at not only the CMA’s new

Draft Guidance, but also at the other key policy developments in this area from the European Commission,

Netherlands, Austria, Greece and Japan. We also look briefly at what is happening in Germany and the United

States.

Insights

May 02, 2023

The UK Government’s Digital Markets, Competition and Consumers Bill is published

On 25 April 2023, the UK Government published the long-awaited Digital Markets, Competition and Consumers Bill

(the “Bill”). The legislative framework that will be provided for the Digital Markets Unit (“DMU”) is arguably the

most eye-catching feature of the Bill. However, it also contains hugely important changes to competition and

consumer law that will have far-reaching impacts across the UK economy. This short article provides an overview

of the key points arising from the Bill in its current form.

Insights

Apr 17, 2023

Learning from the latest Trucks cartel judgment: a conversation between BCLP and Erso

Capital

Insights

Mar 28, 2023

Demolished by the CMA – collusion in the demolition industry

▪ Advising AVIC on the first European Commission clearance of a “China-to-China” merger.

▪ A dismissal of a hub-and-spoke conspiracy class action in the US: In Re: Musical Instruments.

▪ Representing a successful defendant in US Supreme Court case Twombly v. Bell Atlantic
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On 23 March 2023 the UK Competition and Markets Authority (‘CMA’) issued an announcement that it has issued

fines totalling nearly £60m to 10 construction firms for illegally colluding to rig bids for demolition and asbestos

removal projects in both the public and private sectors.  The largest fine of £17.5m was issued to Erith.  The CMA

also exercised its power to disqualify company directors, a power which it first exercised in 2016 (despite having

the power to do so since 2003), and disqualified 3 directors of firms involved in the unlawful conduct. The fines

handed down by the CMA are significant, particularly given that 8 of the 10 firms entered into settlements with the

CMA, and the disqualification of 3 directors sends a strong message to businesses that the CMA is keen to show

its teeth and is clamping down hard on cartel activity. It will be interesting to see how many appeals are made

against the CM…

Insights

Mar 28, 2023

Doing a deal as an abuse of dominance? The ECJ’s decision in Towercast

On 16 March 2023, the ECJ published its judgment in Towercast (C-449/21), confirming that Article 102 TFEU

(which prohibits abuses of a dominant market position) may apply to transactions which fall below national and

EU merger control thresholds, and have not been referred to the European Commission under Article 22 of the EU

Merger Regulation (“Merger Regulation”). This followed the opinion of Advocate-General Kokott on 13 October

2022, which we analysed here. The judgment, in an echo of Continental Can, re-establishes a mechanism for

competition authorities and third parties to scrutinise below-threshold transactions (which would not otherwise

be subject to mandatory merger control filings and review), including so-called “killer acquisitions”. It will generate

concern and uncertainty for merging parties, and potentially opportunities for aggrieved third parties, while its

wider significa…

Insights

Mar 21, 2023

Latest European developments on measures to support transition towards a net-zero

economy

On March 9, the European Commission adopted a series of measures to foster investment and financing the

transition to climate neutrality and a net-zero industry in the EU. To this end, the Commission has: adopted a

Temporary Crisis and Transition Framework to promote state support measures towards sectors which are key

for the transition to a net-zero economy; amended the General Block Exemption Regulation («GBER») – which

allows Member States to grant public support to specific categories of activities without seeking prior approval

from the Commission – to encourage state support towards green and digital transition.

Insights

Mar 17, 2023

Financing losses and interest - simple pleasures or compounding the misery?

It has long been a mystery to economists, accountants and business people why lawyers have regard to simple

interest in commercial cases, in circumstances where companies generally do not (and cannot) borrow money on

a simple interest basis. Despite compound interest having been awarded and endorsed in Sempra Metals more

than 15 years ago, it is still common for claimants to claim, and for UK courts to award, interest on a simple basis.

The Competition Appeal Tribunal’s landmark judgment in Royal Mail v DAF Trucks provides a ringing endorsement

of the principles laid down in Sempra Metals and provides insight as to what a claimant is required to prove to

successfully claim compound interest.

News

Mar 16, 2023
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