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AVIATION, AEROSPACE & DEFENSE

OVERVIEW

Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner’s Aviation, Aerospace & Defense Team leverages its deep industry

experience and global presence to advise on the issues that are centric to meeting the commercial

and legal needs of the aviation, aerospace and defense sector. Consistent with the firm’s culture of

forging long-lasting relationships, our multidisciplinary team is dedicated to knowing our clients’

businesses from the inside so we can deliver tailored legal solutions to an industry that is

constantly evolving in response to technology, geopolitics, increasing regulatory pressures,

competition and trends in military procurement.

The Aviation, Aerospace & Defense Team is designed to provide a coordinated response to meet the

challenges, threats and trends of the sector. We have a strong disputes practice, having counseled

on many high-stakes litigation and regulatory compliance issues that are unique to the aviation,

aerospace and defense industry. In addition to defending our clients throughout all stages of

litigation, our experience also includes conducting accident or incident investigations, as well as

assisting our clients through investigations conducted by the National Transportation Safety Board,

AAIB (UK), ATSB (Australia), TSB (Canada), CIAIAC (Spain), and BEA (France). Our Aerospace &

Defense Team brings industry-specific knowledge and experience to the broad range of legal issues

our clients face on a daily basis in the boardroom, at the negotiating table or in strategic planning

sessions. 

Our attorneys represent companies across the industry and the services their businesses require,

including aircraft manufacturers (including Original Equipment Manufacturers); maintenance, repair

and overhaul (MROs); aircraft components manufacturers (including avionics, engine, and turbine

blade manufacturers); manufacturers and servicers of avionics and other electronics;

manufacturers, integrators and operators of intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance systems;

providers of contractor logistics services; manufacturers of armored vehicles, armor systems and

personal armor; providers of detection and security services; manufacturers and distributors of

firearms, appurtenant systems and munitions; airport authorities; as well as private and financial

investors in the industry.
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RELATED INSIGHTS

Insights

Apr 01, 2022

Continued Expansion of U.S. Sanctions, Export Control Measures Against Russia

Insights

Jul 08, 2020

CORSIA: How it works and issues for discussion

Insights

Apr 09, 2020

Hong Kong – COVID-19 - Hong Kong Government reaches out to help businesses stay

afloat

Hong Kong Government has issued a further round of financial relief worth HK$137 billion (US$17.5 billion) to

help Hong Kong combat the impacts of COVID-19. This blog explores two key initiatives, namely (1) the

Employment Support Scheme (announced on 8th April 2020); and (2) SME Financing Guarantee Scheme
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(announced on 26th February 2020). It also summarises other relief measures announced on 8th April 2020

which may be of interest to our clients with businesses in Hong Kong in particular in aviation, real estate,

construction, tourism, hospitality, F&B and the financial services sector.  

Insights

Sep 10, 2019

Electric Aircraft - A new era for aviation?

Throughout the ages humans have dreamed of flying.  With the advent of the age of flight that dream became a

reality as developments in aircraft technology meant that air travel was more accessible to, and affordable for, the

general public. However, as time has passed, the world has become increasingly aware of the impact that its thirst

for air travel is having on the environment.  This awareness, combined with the emergence of movements such as

“flight shaming”, has increased pressure on the aviation industry to reimagine the way we fly.  This reimagining

has propelled advances in alternative fuel technology and invited us all to consider how the risks and rewards of

developing such technologies will be allocated between various stakeholders.

Insights

Jan 21, 2019

Chinese Innovation for Trading of Used Aircraft

The Guangzhou Enterprises Mergers & Acquisitions Services (“GEMAS”), successfully completed its first trade of

used aircraft on 10 January 2019 applying its online exchange platform. The GEMAS Online trading platform

provides an objective and transparent bidding process for the trade of used aircraft owned by PRC state

controlled entities.   GEMAS facilitates compliance with the “Measures for the Supervision and Administration of

the Trading of State-owned Assets in Enterprises” (“Measures”) promulgated on 24 June 2016 by the PRC

Government’s State-owned Assets Supervision Administration Commission and the PRC Ministry of Finance.

Insights

Dec 12, 2018

Martin and Mammen Author Article in ‘Air & Cosmos’ on US Foreign Investment

Regulations

Insights

May 14, 2018

Afghanistan: Classified Contractors to Receive Financial Certainty

Insights

Nov 13, 2014

UK defence sector: invitation to comment on proposed variation of undertakings

The Competition and Markets Authority has invited comments on a request made by BAE Systems plc asking the

CMA to review and release it from legally binding undertakings given to the Secretary of State to remedy

competition and other public interest concerns regarding BAE’s merger with Marconi Electronic Systems in 2000.


