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ENVIRONMENT

OVERVIEW

Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner has particular depth in the environmental field and we offer a leading

environmental practice committed to balancing social, environmental and economic concerns. For

more than 30 years, our lawyers have represented clients facing a broad range of environmental

issues and challenges, including environmental compliance counseling, litigation, liability

management, strategic planning and stewardship. The technical skills of our

environmental lawyers combine with a multidisciplinary approach to offer clients an exceptional,

comprehensive service. Our practice methods are deliberately solution-orientated and geared

towards treating environmental law practice as a means to client’s ends rather than as an end in

itself.

The lawyers who practice environmental law at Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner have the experience

and reach to assist clients in the wide variety of matters they face in the field, in the courtroom and

at the negotiating table. The hallmarks of our practice are deep technical expertise in environmental

and occupational health and safety law, a record of success in the litigation and trial of significant

environmental and related insurance-coverage lawsuits (including group/class actions and mass

torts), and advising on major projects of international, national and regional importance that raise

complex environmental issues. We help our clients to navigate through the intricacies of

environmental law and policy, including nature conservation, environmental impact assessment,

environmental regulatory issues, dispute resolution and the environmental aspects of real estate

and corporate transactions. Delivering solutions to environmental problems that confront owners of

contaminated land, and developers of regeneration projects on brownfield land, also remains a core

part of our business.

Brownfields

Citizen Suits/NIMBY

Clean Air Act

Clean Water Law

Compliance Audits and Internal Investigations

Cost Recovery Litigation (Superfund/CERCLA and State equivalents)

Criminal Enforcement

AREAS OF FOCUS
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Endangered Species (ESA)

Environmental Review (NEPA and State EIS laws)

Hazardous Materials Transportation (HMTA)

Hazardous Waste (RCRA)

Insurance Counseling

International Environmental Law

Mobile Source Emissions and Fleet Management

Oil Spills

Pesticides (FIFRA)

Reporting Requirements (EPCRA, CERCLA, Prop 65 and other state laws)

Safe Drinking Water (SDWA)

Solid Waste and Landfills

Toxic Substances Regulation (TSCA)

Transactional Work, Including SEC Disclosures

Underground Injection Control (UIC)

Water Rights

Wetlands

Ethylene Oxide Team

PFAS Team

Our lawyers are well aware that it is often essential for corporate and other institutional clients to

maintain a working relationship and reputation for integrity, cooperation and environmental

excellence with regulators and other public stakeholders. Our lawyers have many years of

experience working with agencies and other stakeholders to represent clients effectively and with

appropriate sensitivity to their reputational interests.

Lawyers in the Environmental Practice Group represent the firm’s clients over the full spectrum of

environmental and occupational safety and health matters. Please visit our associated

environment pages to view more specific areas of our experience.

AWARDS

▪ BCLP was ranked as National Tier 1 in Environmental by "Best Law Firms" (2018 Edition)

▪ BCLP was ranked by Chambers UK 2019 in Tier 3

▪ BCLP was ranked by Legal 500 UK 2018 in Tier 3

▪ BCLP was ranked by Chambers USA 2020 in the following categories:

▪ Colorado – Environment (Band 3)
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▪ Illinois – Environment (Band 2)

▪ New York – Environment (Band 1)

▪ St. Louis & Surrounds – Environment (Band 1)

▪ BCLP was ranked by Chambers USA 2021 in the following categories:

▪ Colorado – Environment (Band 3)

▪ Illinois – Environment (Band 2)

▪ Missouri: St. Louis & Surrounds – Environment (Band 1)

▪ New York – Environment (Band 1)

▪ USA Nationwide – Environment (Band 4)

CHAMBERS & LEGAL 500 QUOTES

▪ "They are always free to discuss matters or will make themselves available," says one

interviewee, going on to note: "They are commercially savvy and have good expertise in the

environmental field." Chambers 2019

▪ “Aidan Thomson  plays a leading role in the firm's diverse environment matters. Clients say

that ‘he is really unflappable in dealing with contentious issues; he is calm, measured in his

approach and very dedicated.’ Another interviewee adds: ‘He is accessible and knows his area

of law very well.’  Chambers 2019

▪ Aidan Thomson is also noted as being ‘extremely knowledgeable in the field of environmental

impairment liability insurance and connected matters’, - Legal 500 2017

https://chambers.com/lawyer/aidan-thomson-uk-1:14306
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MEET THE TEAM

Lee Marshall
Global Department Leader – Litigation
& Investigations, San Francisco

klmarshall@bclplaw.com

+1 415 675 3444

Mark Richards
Partner and Regional Practice Group
Leader - Energy, Environment and
Infrastructure, London

mark.richards@bclplaw.com

+44 (0) 20 3400 4603

Liz Blackwell
Partner, St. Louis

liz.blackwell@bclplaw.com

+1 314 259 2513

https://www.bclplaw.com/en-US/people/kenneth-lee-marshall.html
https://www.bclplaw.com/en-US/offices/san-francisco.html
tel:%2B1%20415%20675%203444
https://www.bclplaw.com/en-US/people/mark-richards.html
https://www.bclplaw.com/en-US/offices/london.html
tel:%2B44%20(0)%2020%203400%204603
https://www.bclplaw.com/en-US/people/ann-e-sternhell-blackwell.html
https://www.bclplaw.com/en-US/offices/st-louis.html
tel:%2B1%20314%20259%202513
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RELATED INSIGHTS

Insights

May 23, 2023

High Court dismisses green strategy derivative claim against Shell’s directors

In February 2023 ClientEarth issued a derivative action against Shell’s 11 directors. ClientEarth alleged that the

directors had breached their duties under the Companies Act 2006 (CA 2006) by failing to adopt and implement

an energy strategy that aligned with the Paris Agreement on Climate Change 2015 to limit global warming to

1.5°c. Given that it was bringing a derivative claim on behalf of the company, ClientEarth needed to obtain the

permission of the court before the action could proceed.  The application was considered on the basis of the

papers before the court without the court hearing oral submissions.  On 12 May 2023, the judge refused

permission for the claim to proceed. The judge made several key points in his judgment which will be pertinent to

future activist shareholder derivative actions.

Paul J. Lopach
Office Managing Partner, Denver

paul.lopach@bclplaw.com

+1 303 866 0207

Bryan E. Keyt
Partner and Global Practice Group
Leader - Energy, Environment and
Infrastructure, Chicago

bryan.keyt@bclplaw.com

+1 312 602 5036

https://www.bclplaw.com/en-US/people/paul-j-lopach.html
https://www.bclplaw.com/en-US/offices/denver.html
tel:%2B1%20303%20866%200207
https://www.bclplaw.com/en-US/people/bryan-e-keyt.html
https://www.bclplaw.com/en-US/offices/chicago.html
tel:%2B1%20312%20602%205036
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Insights

May 23, 2023

Industry update: PWA guidance

Blog Post

May 05, 2023

PFAS TRI Reporting Due on July 1, 2023

On July 1, 2023, eligible companies will need to submit their Toxics Release Inventory (“TRI”) annual reports. 

However, those reports may look a little different this year because companies will now have to consider, and in

some cases report, their use of 180 PFAS substances.

Blog Post

May 03, 2023

“Clean” Marketing Claims Land Cosmetics Companies in Messy Class Action Lawsuits

Insights

Apr 13, 2023

PFAS Update: EPA Issues Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking to Designate Seven

or Potentially Many More PFAS Compounds As Hazardous Substances Under CERCLA

News

Apr 11, 2023

Partner presents on food packaging panel at ACI Food Law Summit

News

Apr 04, 2023

Lawyers author article in ‘The Journal of Federal Agency Action’

Insights

Apr 04, 2023

Paris' future bioclimatic local urban planning scheme: where do we stand?

The City of Paris launched the general revision of its local urban planning scheme – called PLU (plan local

d’urbanisme) – in December 2020. After two years of public consultation, the draft new PLU is almost ready for

adoption by the Paris council before the 2023 summer holidays. It will then be submitted to public enquiry in

autumn 2023 and its final approval and entry into force is expected in mid-2024. In this insight, we present the

main lines of this future PLU, which the city of Paris wanted to be “bioclimatic” and which it conceived as a tool for

rebalancing the different functions of the city (housing/activity).

Insights

Apr 03, 2023

White House CEQ Launches Task Forces to Promote Beneficial CCUS Projects


