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North Carolina is one of several states that has started regulating per- and polyfluoroalkyl
substances (“PFAS”) in drinking water. This client alert reflects the status of PFAS regulations in
North Carolina as of March 3, 2020.
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WHAT IS GENX: and other adults). Drinking Water
well sampling for GenX compounds
began on a targeted basis near
the Cape Fear River, and has
expanded to include testing in the
surrounding areas.

These man-made compounds were introduced in 2009, and
were marketed as a “safer” and “high-performance”
alternative to other PFAS chemicals. The term "GenX" refers to
a technology and a high-performance substance, as well as a
trade name for one PFAS chemical compound used in
manufacturing non-stick coatings and for other purposes.
EPA has conducted health risk assessments for GenX, and
GenX compounds are the subject of increasing regulation.

WHY IS THIS LOCATION IMPORTANT?

The release of GenX to the Cape Fear River (near Fayetteville
and Wilmington, NC) led to numerous lawsuits against DuPont
and Chemours for personal injury claims. This contamination
was one of the reasons why NC DHSS established this
guidance level.

For additional information regarding GenX in North Carolina, please see:
https://files.nc.gov/ncdeq/GenX/DEQ-GenX%20FAQ%2008212017%201.pdf

For more information on PFAS chemicals, and the regulatory and litigation risks that they pose,
please visit our PFAS webpage. If you have a question about how to manage PFAS risk in North


https://files.nc.gov/ncdeq/GenX/DEQ-GenX%20FAQ%2008212017%201.pdf
https://www.bclplaw.com/en-US/practices/real-estate/environmental/pfas-team.html

Carolina, or any other jurisdiction, please contact Tom Lee, Susan Brice, John Kindschuh, or any
other member of our PFAS team at Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner LLP.
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