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COVID-19, a novel coronavirus, is disrupting world economies, day-to-day business operations, and
even everyday life. We are watching these developments closely and are analyzing the legal
implications involving various sectors, including employers, manufacturers, retailers and property
owners/operators. Among other issues, we are specifically focusing on what, if any, legal duties
might exist with respect to warnings as well as developments surrounding any standard of care.
Those issues have been litigated in the context of prior contagion events (e.g. Zika and
Legionnaire’s disease), and may become the focus of new cases related to COVID-19.

In the meantime, litigation involving this outbreak has already begun. A case alleging false and
deceptive advertising as well as misrepresentation with regard to a product’s ability to fight the
virus has been filed. Additionally, cruise ship passengers have filed a lawsuit regarding how a ship
handled its response to the virus.

If you have any questions concerning environmental, premises, or product liability issues (including
warnings) involving COVID-19, please reach out to a member of our Emerging
Contaminants/Emerging Solutions Team noted below.
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MEET THE TEAM

John R. Kindschuh
St. Louis
john.kindschuh@bclplaw.com

+1 314 259 2313
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Thomas S. Lee

San Francisco

tom.lee@bclplaw.com
+1 415 675 3447

This material is not comprehensive, is for informational purposes only, and is not legal advice. Your use or receipt
of this material does not create an attorney-client relationship between us. If you require legal advice, you should
consult an attorney regarding your particular circumstances. The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and
should not be based solely upon advertisements. This material may be “Attorney Advertising” under the ethics
and professional rules of certain jurisdictions. For advertising purposes, St. Louis, Missouri, is designated BCLP’s
principal office and Kathrine Dixon (kathrine.dixon@bclplaw.com) as the responsible attorney.
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