
California Governor Newsom has clarified that distribution centers in California can remain open

under his Safer At Home order, stating that “distribution centers are part of critical infrastructure

for many industries,” according to the California Retailers Association.  CRA also reports that it has

obtained oral confirmation from the governor’s office that online sales and shipping activities can

continue under the order.

As we previously reported, Governor Newsom on Thursday issued a statewide order directing all

individuals to stay at home “except as needed to maintain continuity of operations of the federal

critical infrastructure sectors.” The order went into effect on Thursday, and is in place until further

notice.

As to exempt business activities, the order and web page providing more information on the order

both refer to the Guidance on the Essential Critical Infrastructure Workforce by the U.S. Dept. of

Homeland Security’s Cyber Infrastructure (CISA), which lists 16 federal critical infrastructure

sectors, including Food and Agriculture.

The Guidance lists as critical Food and Agriculture workers who support “food, feed, and beverage

distribution, including warehouse workers, vendor managed inventory controllers and block chain

managers” as well as employees who support “infrastructure necessary to agricultural production

and distribution.”

Other exempt Food and Agriculture workers include:

▪ Workers supporting groceries, pharmacies and other retail that sells food and beverage

products

▪ Restaurant carry-out and quick serve food operations - Carry-out and delivery food employees

▪ Food manufacturer employees and their supplier employees

More than a dozen California counties and cities have also issued shelter-in-place orders. As to

how the state order interacts with county and city orders, and whether it supersedes them, the
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https://covid19.ca.gov/img/Executive-Order-N-33-20.pdf
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/PLEASE-READ--Distribution-Centers-in-California.html?soid=1132272544012&aid=Ihcjhw8Sa8k
https://retaillawbclp.com/covid-19-california-issues-statewide-stay-at-home-order-what-it-means-for-retailers/
https://www.cisa.gov/sites/default/files/publications/CISA-Guidance-on-Essential-Critical-Infrastructure-Workers-1-20-508c.pdf
https://www.cisa.gov/sites/default/files/publications/CISA-Guidance-on-Essential-Critical-Infrastructure-Workers-1-20-508c.pdf
https://covid19.ca.gov/stay-home-except-for-essential-needs/
https://www.cisa.gov/sites/default/files/publications/CISA-Guidance-on-Essential-Critical-Infrastructure-Workers-1-20-508c.pdf


Safer at Home web page merely states: “This is a statewide order.”

Retail & Consumer Products

MEET THE TEAM

This material is not comprehensive, is for informational purposes only, and is not legal advice. Your use or receipt

of this material does not create an attorney-client relationship between us. If you require legal advice, you should

consult an attorney regarding your particular circumstances. The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and

should not be based solely upon advertisements. This material may be “Attorney Advertising” under the ethics

and professional rules of certain jurisdictions. For advertising purposes, St. Louis, Missouri, is designated BCLP’s

principal office and Kathrine Dixon (kathrine.dixon@bclplaw.com) as the responsible attorney.

RELATED CAPABILITIES

Merrit M. Jones

San Francisco

merrit.jones@bclplaw.com

+1 415 675 3435

© 2025 Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner LLP. 2

https://www.bclplaw.com/en-US/people/merrit-m-jones.html
https://www.bclplaw.com/en-US/offices/san-francisco.html
tel:%2B14156753435

