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Atlanta Partner Mark Duedall and San Francisco Partner Meryl Macklin were featured March 20 in

Corporate Counsel magazine concerning the legal issues related to force majeure contract clauses

and COVID-19. The two also presented the first in BCLP’s “COVID-19 in 19” teleconference series on

the topic to more than 650 registrants. Duedall said lawyers are in “uncharted waters” on whether

force majeure covers this pandemic and that the first step in assisting clients “is helping them

understand the process.” Macklin said BCLP has compiled a 50-state survey of differences in force

majeure law that shows most states followed a predictable pattern in past cases, although there are

a few notable exceptions. “Right now it’s an open question of whether an ‘act of God’ includes a

pandemic,” Macklin said. “We found nothing [in the cases] that looks like the situation we are in

now.”
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MEET THE TEAM

This material is not comprehensive, is for informational purposes only, and is not legal advice. Your use or receipt

of this material does not create an attorney-client relationship between us. If you require legal advice, you should

consult an attorney regarding your particular circumstances. The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and

should not be based solely upon advertisements. This material may be “Attorney Advertising” under the ethics and

professional rules of certain jurisdictions. For advertising purposes, St. Louis, Missouri, is designated BCLP’s

principal office and Kathrine Dixon (kathrine.dixon@bclplaw.com) as the responsible attorney.
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