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SUMMARY

With a large number of retail and restaurant premises closing temporarily due to COVID-19, there is

an increased risk of squatters breaking into commercial premises.   Unlike residential premises, it is

not a criminal offence to squat in commercial premises and the police will not take any action

unless there is a breach of the peace. Although tenants will retain liability for security during any

period of closure, it is in both the landlord and tenant’s interest to take proactive steps to minimise

the risk of property being illegally occupied and damaged.

Please see our  guidance note  for more details.
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RELATED PRACTICE AREAS

https://www.bclplaw.com/a/web/183936/3WJxJE/preventing-squatters-in-commercial-premises.pdf
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MEET THE TEAM

This material is not comprehensive, is for informational purposes only, and is not legal advice. Your use or receipt

of this material does not create an attorney-client relationship between us. If you require legal advice, you should

consult an attorney regarding your particular circumstances. The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and

should not be based solely upon advertisements. This material may be “Attorney Advertising” under the ethics and

professional rules of certain jurisdictions. For advertising purposes, St. Louis, Missouri, is designated BCLP’s

principal office and Kathrine Dixon (kathrine.dixon@bclplaw.com) as the responsible attorney.
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