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SMITH IN ‘AMERICAN LAWYER' ON EFFECTS OF PANDEMIC
ON SPORTS LAW

Apr 01,2020

Colorado Springs Managing Partner Steve Smith was quoted at length March 31 by The American
Lawyer regarding the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on sports law practices. While some
sports-related work has slowed, other areas are busy as lawyers work to reschedule major athletic
competitions. Smith, a co-leader of BCLP’s Sports & Entertainment Group, represents international
federations and national governing bodies in the Olympic movement. He said he was not surprised
the 2020 Olympics were moved to next year. “It's easy to be critical, and maybe they waited a bit
too long to make the decision,” Smith said. But “I don't have complaints about how they handled it.
It isn’'t a U2 concert that you can just move to a later date.” He also commented that the force
majeure clause in contracts, often an afterthought in the negotiation process, is now particularly
important. Force majeure is “historically one of the least paid-attention-to clauses,” Smith said.
“Not now.”
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This material is not comprehensive, is for informational purposes only, and is not legal advice. Your use or receipt
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and professional rules of certain jurisdictions. For advertising purposes, St. Louis, Missouri, is designated BCLP’s
principal office and Kathrine Dixon (kathrine.dixon@bclplaw.com) as the responsible attorney.
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