
© 2024 Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner LLP.

1

SUMMARY

As the tragedy of the Covid-19 crisis unfolds, the real estate sector should be aware that the 

Coronavirus Act 2020 includes some important wide reaching powers in Schedule 28 to deal with

the increasing number of coronavirus deaths. This is a difficult subject but the powers allow the

Government or local authorities to requisition “anything” that could facilitate the transportation,

storage or disposal of dead bodies or human remains. This means not only existing funeral or

morgue operators, but also potentially any operators of suitable premises and transport/logistics

networks as well as other services and facilities could be called on to assist. 

Please see our briefing in which we discuss the considerations for operators who may be

approached by a local authority to assist on a voluntary basis or are issued with a direction under

these powers.
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This material is not comprehensive, is for informational purposes only, and is not legal advice. Your use or receipt

of this material does not create an attorney-client relationship between us. If you require legal advice, you should

consult an attorney regarding your particular circumstances. The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and

should not be based solely upon advertisements. This material may be “Attorney Advertising” under the ethics and

professional rules of certain jurisdictions. For advertising purposes, St. Louis, Missouri, is designated BCLP’s

principal office and Kathrine Dixon (kathrine.dixon@bclplaw.com) as the responsible attorney.


