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SUMMARY

In recent years, there has been a fundamental change in the way that breaches of environmental

law in England and Wales are dealt with – the number of prosecutions is decreasing, the quantum

of fines is increasing and the use of alternative enforcement options (in particular, enforcement

undertakings) is increasing. Given this rise in the use of enforcement undertakings as an alternative

to prosecution in relation to certain alleged environmental offences, it is important for businesses,

their insurance brokers and environmental insurers to consider the nature of environmental

enforcement undertakings and their interaction with environmental insurance policies.   

Please see our briefing (co-authored with Stephen Sykes (Ashfield Risk Transfer Solutions)) in

which we analyse the rise in the use of environmental enforcement undertakings and the

associated insurance implications.
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https://www.bclplaw.com/images/content/1/8/v2/186743/Enforcement-Undertakings-Briefing-12-May-2020.pdf
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MEET THE TEAM

This material is not comprehensive, is for informational purposes only, and is not legal advice. Your use or receipt

of this material does not create an attorney-client relationship between us. If you require legal advice, you should

consult an attorney regarding your particular circumstances. The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and

should not be based solely upon advertisements. This material may be “Attorney Advertising” under the ethics and

professional rules of certain jurisdictions. For advertising purposes, St. Louis, Missouri, is designated BCLP’s

principal office and Kathrine Dixon (kathrine.dixon@bclplaw.com) as the responsible attorney.
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