
London Partner Jonathan Sacher was quoted May 15 by The Insurer regarding business

interruption (BI) lawsuits in the United States. Insurers have maintained that the industry should

not and cannot pay the vast majority of COVID-19 BI losses. Most policies contain explicit

exclusions for virus and bacteria. Even in the absence of an exclusion, there must be “direct

physical loss” for BI coverage to be triggered, a bar that insurers say is not met by today’s

pandemic-related losses. “At the end of the day, policy holders do not get to first base if there is a

pandemic exclusion,” said Sacher, who is a co-leader of BCLP’s Insurance Sector.
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This material is not comprehensive, is for informational purposes only, and is not legal advice. Your use or receipt

of this material does not create an attorney-client relationship between us. If you require legal advice, you should

consult an attorney regarding your particular circumstances. The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and

should not be based solely upon advertisements. This material may be “Attorney Advertising” under the ethics

and professional rules of certain jurisdictions. For advertising purposes, St. Louis, Missouri, is designated BCLP’s

principal office and Kathrine Dixon (kathrine.dixon@bclplaw.com) as the responsible attorney.
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