
The United States has seen an 82% increase in the number of new COVID-19 cases since two weeks ago, and has set daily

new case records four times in the last week.  The bulk of the increased case counts are coming from states in the South

and West, including Arizona, California, Florida, Georgia, and Texas, along with others.  The increased case counts come at

a time when many of those states are still in the middle of their reopening plans, and have raised questions about whether

industries will continue opening, or whether the increased case counts will lead to re-closures.

While every state’s approach is different, the following trends have developed over the last week.

1. Business Re-Closures

Several states have recently decided to re-close, or significantly restrict certain businesses.

State Steps Taken

Arizona
Closed fitness centers, nightclubs, water parks, movie theaters, tubing

rentals, and bars for 30 days (June 29)1

California

Closed bars in 19 counties, as well as all indoor activities at restaurants,

wineries, movie theaters, family entertainment centers, zoos, museums,

and closed certain beaches and parks (June 28, June 30, and July 1)2

Colorado Closed bars and nightclubs for 30 days (June 30)3

Florida Closed bars, certain beaches and parks (June 26)4

Pennsylvania Closed bars in Allegheny County (June 28)5

Texas
Closed bars, reduced restaurant capacity, and restricted certain elective

surgeries (June 25 and 26)6

Ada County,

Idaho (Boise)

Closed bars and nightclubs by returning to Phase III from Phase IV

(June 22)7

2. Pause Orders

Other states have chosen to stop, or “pause,” the reopening process.  These actions do not require business closures, but

rather, delay the reopening of new industries.

▪ Arizona (June 26)8

▪ Arkansas (June 25)9

▪ California (June 25, 29)10

▪ Delaware (June 25)11

▪ Nevada (June 15)17

▪ New Jersey (June 29)18

▪ New York (July 1)19

▪ New Mexico (June 25)20
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▪ Florida (June 25)12

▪ Kansas (June 23)13

▪ Louisiana (June 22)14

▪ Maine (June 22)15

▪ Michigan (June 24)16

▪ North Carolina (June 24)21

▪ Oregon (June 13)22

▪ Texas (June 26)23

▪ Utah (June 13)24

▪ Washington (June 29)25

3. Travel Restrictions

Beginning on June 24, 2020, Connecticut, New Jersey, and New York are requiring people arriving from states with high

coronavirus rates to quarantine for 14 days.26  Specifically, the New York Executive Order uses the following criteria:  all

travelers entering “from a state with a positive test rate higher than 10 per 100,000 residents, or higher than a 10% test

positivity rate, over a seven day rolling average, will be required to quarantine for a period of 14 days.”

The states that initially were included were Alabama, Arkansas, Arizona, Florida, North Carolina, South Carolina, Texas, and

Utah,28 but the list was expanded on June 30, 2020, to include California, Georgia, Iowa, Idaho, Louisiana, Mississippi,

Nevada, and Tennessee.29

Connecticut, New Jersey, and New York will be responsible for their own local enforcement of the quarantine.  For

example, in New York, those individuals violating the quarantine could be subject to fines of up to $2,000 for the first

violation, $5,000 for the second violation, and $10,000 if any injury is caused. Different exemptions apply in each state, but

generally apply to people traveling to those states to conduct essential business or provide essential services, assuming

they meet certain criteria.

4. How Does This Affect My Business?

There are many ways these actions can impact your company, including the following:

▪ Closures. The establishments closed to date are largely in the bar industry.  Please be aware that other businesses

may be required to shut down as this virus continues to spread throughout the country, especially if your industry or

business is identified as contributing to increased infection rates.

▪ Delays. If your business has not reopened yet you may be impacted by the “pause” orders.  Many states have already

slowed the process of reopening, so you may wish to plan for that possible event.

▪ Travel Restrictions. If your company has offices in Connecticut, New Jersey, or New York, or if any of your employees

live in those states or travel to them for work, you may be impacted by the quarantine orders.

Conclusion

The impacts of COVID-19 on businesses and our society continue to change and develop.

While every state’s approach is different, the following trends have developed over the last week.

1. https://azgovernor.gov/sites/default/files/eo_2020-43.pdf
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reopening, https://www.kron4.com/news/california/californias-coronavirus-outbreak-explodes-forces-closures-
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