
Global law firm Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner (BCLP) today announced that Jean-Claude “J.C.”

André has joined the firm as a partner within the Commercial Disputes Practice Group, residing in

the firm’s Los Angeles office. André will co-lead the firm’s Appellate & Supreme Court Group

alongside St. Louis Partner Barbara Smith.

André joins from Sidley, where he was the West Coast head of the firm’s national Supreme Court &

Appellate Practice. He has experience with numerous high-profile matters addressing complex

constitutional questions, statutory and regulatory interpretation, jurisdictional concerns,

preemption, class-certification, sovereign immunity and discretionary appellate review.

André has personally briefed or argued hundreds of distinct appeals before the U.S. Supreme

Court, various U.S. Circuit Courts of Appeals, the California Supreme Court and the California Court

of Appeal. This includes dozens of briefs and three arguments before the U.S. Supreme Court, and

more than 100 briefs and 40 arguments before the Ninth Circuit. He is a frequent author, presenter

and teacher on matters involving the Supreme Court and appellate advocacy.

Prior to working at Sidley, André served as an assistant United States attorney and as the appellate

chief at the Office of the United States Attorney for the Central District of California, which is the

country’s largest federal district.

“I look forward to joining BCLP’s Commercial Disputes Group, and in particular to leading the

Appellate & Supreme Court Group with Barbara,” André said. “The firm’s global scope and

connectivity benefit clients, and I am excited for this opportunity.”

“J.C.’s background and experience will be a huge asset to our clients. We are pleased to welcome

him to the firm,” said Partner Lee Marshall, global department leader of the Litigation &

Investigations Practice. “Our national Appellate Practice is an important part of our platform and

we are excited to see it grow under J.C. and Barbara’s leadership.”
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“We are happy to welcome J.C. to our firm,” Smith said. “His experience will not only enhance our

growing Appellate Practice, it will bolster our Commercial Disputes Practice overall. His experience

with complex legal issues, coupled with his professional leadership in this area, will be an excellent

addition to our team and provide additional depth for our clients in important appellate matters.”
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MEET THE TEAM

Jean-Claude André

Los Angeles

jc.andre@bclplaw.com

+1 310 576 2148

Barbara A. Smith Tyson

St. Louis

barbara.smith@bclplaw.com

+1 314 259 2367

Lee Marshall

San Francisco

lee.marshall@bclplaw.com

+1 415 675 3444

© 2025 Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner LLP. 3

https://www.bclplaw.com/en-US/people/jean-claude-andre.html
https://www.bclplaw.com/en-US/offices/los-angeles.html
tel:%2B13105762148
https://www.bclplaw.com/en-US/people/barbara-a-smith.html
https://www.bclplaw.com/en-US/offices/st-louis.html
tel:%2B13142592367
https://www.bclplaw.com/en-US/people/kenneth-lee-marshall.html
https://www.bclplaw.com/en-US/offices/san-francisco.html
tel:%2B14156753444


This material is not comprehensive, is for informational purposes only, and is not legal advice. Your use or receipt

of this material does not create an attorney-client relationship between us. If you require legal advice, you should

consult an attorney regarding your particular circumstances. The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and

should not be based solely upon advertisements. This material may be “Attorney Advertising” under the ethics

and professional rules of certain jurisdictions. For advertising purposes, St. Louis, Missouri, is designated BCLP’s

principal office and Kathrine Dixon (kathrine.dixon@bclplaw.com) as the responsible attorney.
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