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BCLP Partner Sarah Hartley authored an article published June 21 by LawInSport examining the

historic use of U.S. bankruptcy proceedings to resolve sexual abuse claims, with a particular focus

on the USA Gymnastics (USAG) bankruptcy case. Her article looks at the benefits of the bankruptcy

process in resolving mass tort and sexual abuse claims; USAG’s declaration of bankruptcy and its

effect on the claims asserted against USAG by the survivors of sexual abuse; and lessons for sport

governing bodies and sexual abuse survivors from the use of bankruptcy processes to resolve serial

claims of sexual abuse. Hartley is a member of BCLP’s Sports & Entertainment Group and has

handled numerous contentious disputes regarding allegations of sexual misconduct by coaches,

athletic personnel, and others, and has assisted in the development of Safe Sport policies and

arbitration procedures for the new U.S. Center for Safe Sport.
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MEET THE TEAM

This material is not comprehensive, is for informational purposes only, and is not legal advice. Your use or receipt

of this material does not create an attorney-client relationship between us. If you require legal advice, you should

consult an attorney regarding your particular circumstances. The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and

should not be based solely upon advertisements. This material may be “Attorney Advertising” under the ethics and

professional rules of certain jurisdictions. For advertising purposes, St. Louis, Missouri, is designated BCLP’s

principal office and Kathrine Dixon (kathrine.dixon@bclplaw.com) as the responsible attorney.
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