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Governor Pritzker has announced that on Friday, May 14, 2021, the state of Illinois will enter the

“Bridge Phase” of the Restore Illinois Plan, which will increase occupancy limits for many

industries.  In addition, Illinoisans who can provide proof of full vaccination – defined as 14 days

after receiving a final vaccine dose – or a negative COVID-19 test 1-3 days prior to an event do not

count against a business’ capacity limits.

The Governor and Department of Public Health determined that the transition to the Bridge Phase

was warranted based on the state reaching 70% vaccination of all residents 65 years and older, and

so long as COVID-19 metrics remain stable over a 28-day monitoring period.

NEW OCCUPANCY LIMITS FOR SPECIFIC INDUSTRY SECTORS

DINING

▪ The changes only impact standing areas; seating area requirements have not changed.

▪ 30% capacity indoors and 50% capacity outdoors (increase from 25% capacity in both areas

under Phase 4)

RETAIL AND SERVICE COUNTER

▪ 60% capacity (increase from 50% capacity in Phase 4)

OFFICES

▪ 60% capacity (increase from 50% capacity in Phase 4)

GENERAL ADMISSION OUTDOOR SPECTATOR EVENTS

▪ 30 people per 1,000 square feet (increase from 15 people per 1,000 square feet in Phase 4)
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▪ 60% capacity (increase from 50% capacity in Phase 4)

▪ Group classes of 50 or fewer indoors or 100 or fewer outdoors (no change from Phase 4)

INDOOR SPECTATOR EVENTS

▪ 60% capacity (increase from a lesser of 50 people or 50% capacity in a venue that can hold

less than 200 people in Phase 4)

MEETINGS, CONFERENCES, AND CONVENTIONS

▪ Lesser of 1,000 people or 60% capacity (increase from a lesser of 50 people or 50% capacity in

a venue that can hold less than 200 people in Phase 4)

AMUSEMENT PARKS

▪ 60% capacity (increase from 25% capacity in Phase 4)

MUSEUMS

▪ 60% capacity (increase from 25% capacity in Phase 4)

PERSONAL CARE SERVICES

▪ 60% capacity (increase from 50% capacity in Phase 4)

ZOOS

▪ 60% capacity (increase from 25% capacity in Phase 4)

It is important to note that additional health and safety requirements apply for any businesses that

wish to remain open during this time period, so businesses should continue to check the state and

local orders and regulations that apply to their industry sector.

PHASE V

The State will transition to Phase 5 of the Restore Illinois Plan once 50% of residents 16 and older

have been vaccinated, and stable or declining COVID-19 metrics are recorded during a 28-day

monitoring period.  All regions of the state will move through the phases together based on

statewide metrics, rather than following the regional approach that the State adopted earlier in the

pandemic.

There will be no capacity restrictions in Phase 5, and all large events and conventions can occur.  At

this time, the transition to Phase 5 is scheduled for June 11, 2021, but the mayor of Chicago

anticipates Phase 5 will happen in Chicago on July 4, 2021.

https://www.nbcchicago.com/news/coronavirus/illinois-and-chicago-bridge-phase-what-to-know-as-new-phase-begins-friday/2509337/
https://www.chicagotribune.com/coronavirus/ct-coronavirus-illinois-pritzker-20210506-57y56wkv6vgefjgzrub2egt5fe-story.html
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Importantly, Governor J.B. Pritzker issued a warning:  "We have all seen throughout this pandemic

that this virus and its variants have proven to be unpredictable.  Metrics that look strong today are

far from a guarantee of how things will look a week, two weeks, a month from now." If the health

metrics decline, Illinois could revert back to Phase 4, or remain in the Bridge Phase longer than

anticipated, so impacted industries should continue to monitor the health metrics to gauge the

estimated timing for the State’s transition to Phase 5.

CONCLUSION

Several Illinois agencies have helpful information for businesses, including the DPH’s COVID-19

metrics tracker, and the Department of Commerce compilation of guidelines for reopening based on

industry sector.

Our COVID-19 Reopening Team is tracking changes in Illinois as well as throughout the entire

country, and would be happy to discuss any questions regarding your particular business.

https://news.wttw.com/2021/05/06/illinois-enter-bridge-phase-may-14
mailto:COVID-19ShutdownShelterinPlace@bclplaw.com
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MEET THE TEAM

This material is not comprehensive, is for informational purposes only, and is not legal advice. Your use or receipt

of this material does not create an attorney-client relationship between us. If you require legal advice, you should

consult an attorney regarding your particular circumstances. The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and

should not be based solely upon advertisements. This material may be “Attorney Advertising” under the ethics and

professional rules of certain jurisdictions. For advertising purposes, St. Louis, Missouri, is designated BCLP’s

principal office and Kathrine Dixon (kathrine.dixon@bclplaw.com) as the responsible attorney.
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