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BCLP Partner Andrey Spektor authored an op-ed published Aug. 20 by NBC News addressing crime

victims’ rights following the Justice Department’s decision to decline filing charges against Brad Pitt

after Angelina Jolie’s account of a 2016 altercation.  After discussing the practical challenges faced

by law enforcement, the Justice Manual, the relevant Supreme Court precedent, and the Crime

Victims’ Rights Act, Andrey, a former federal prosecutor, observed that, “There is good reason why in

all but the most egregious cases, the Justice Department and local law enforcement shouldn’t be

facing legal challenges over decisions not to prosecute.” Andrey noted some recent deviations from

the Department’s practice of not explaining its decisions.  The impact of public disclosure related to

investigations, he explained, can mean “Public interest in some exceptional cases does merit an

explanation about the decision not to pursue charges, but it’s important that such discretion is left

up to the authorities.”
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This material is not comprehensive, is for informational purposes only, and is not legal advice. Your use or receipt

of this material does not create an attorney-client relationship between us. If you require legal advice, you should

consult an attorney regarding your particular circumstances. The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and

should not be based solely upon advertisements. This material may be “Attorney Advertising” under the ethics and

professional rules of certain jurisdictions. For advertising purposes, St. Louis, Missouri, is designated BCLP’s

principal office and Kathrine Dixon (kathrine.dixon@bclplaw.com) as the responsible attorney.
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