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Paris Litigation Partner Elodie Valette was quoted Feb. 28 in two articles published by Radio France

Internationale and one article published March 3 by Law.com on a closely watched case in France

over companies’ duty to combat climate change, which has been dismissed on procedural grounds.

The Paris Judicial Tribunal dismissed the case against TotalEnergies, which was sued by six NGOs

for failing to prevent risks to safety, human rights, and the environment in a mining project in

Uganda and Tanzania.

The NGOs argued that the development of the East African Crude Oil Pipeline failed to adhere to a

“duty of vigilance”, a 2017 French law that makes companies responsible for preventing harm in

their global operations. The court, which has national jurisdiction over human rights cases, ruled the

suit was “inadmissible”, saying the plaintiffs did not correctly follow court procedures. The case

was the first in Europe to be decided on the merits of a duty of vigilance plan, rather than on

procedure.
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https://www.rfi.fr/fr/monde/20230301-france-la-justice-d%C3%A9boute-des-opposants-au-m%C3%A9gaprojet-de-totalenergies-en-ouganda-et-en-tanzanie
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/%C3%A9conomie/20230228-environnement-droits-de-l-homme-de-nouveaux-modes-d-action
https://www.law.com/international-edition/2023/03/03/closely-watched-climate-change-case-in-france-falters-on-procedural-grounds/
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This material is not comprehensive, is for informational purposes only, and is not legal advice. Your use or receipt

of this material does not create an attorney-client relationship between us. If you require legal advice, you should

consult an attorney regarding your particular circumstances. The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and

should not be based solely upon advertisements. This material may be “Attorney Advertising” under the ethics and

professional rules of certain jurisdictions. For advertising purposes, St. Louis, Missouri, is designated BCLP’s

principal office and Kathrine Dixon (kathrine.dixon@bclplaw.com) as the responsible attorney.
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