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Here are the key action points from the ECCTA 2023 changes which come into force on 4 March:

REGISTERED OFFICE

The company’s registered office address must be ‘appropriate’ - meaning any documents sent to it

should come to the attention of someone acting on behalf of the company so that delivery can be

acknowledged and recorded. PO box addresses will no longer be allowed.

If you need to change your registered office, you must notify Companies House of your new,

appropriate address by filing a form AD01 by 4 March. Of course, you should also update

references to your registered office wherever they appear (e.g. on stationery, invoices and your

website).

From 4 March, any new company must have an appropriate registered office on incorporation.

EMAIL ADDRESS

You need to provide an email address for the company to Companies House where any emails

received will come to the attention of someone acting on behalf of the company. The address won’t

be publicly available and can be used for multiple companies.

For existing companies, the email address needs to be provided as part of the Company’s next

confirmation statement dated on or after 5 March. You don’t have to do anything before then.

From 4 March, any new company must specify an appropriate email address on incorporation.

STATEMENT OF LAWFUL PURPOSE

As part of the company’s next annual confirmation statement dated on or after 5 March, you must

confirm that the company’s intended future activities are lawful.
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From 4 March, subscribers of new companies will need to confirm this on incorporation.

OTHER CHANGES

Companies House is getting extra powers to query and reject filings, rectify inaccuracies, and

annotate the register when information appears confusing or misleading – as well as new powers

to share data with governmental departments and law enforcement agencies.

New restrictions will apply to company names to prohibit the use of any name which contains

computer code, suggests a foreign government connection or facilitates any crime of dishonesty

and deception.

If you’d like to discuss any of these changes, we’re here to help.
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MEET THE TEAM

This material is not comprehensive, is for informational purposes only, and is not legal advice. Your use or receipt

of this material does not create an attorney-client relationship between us. If you require legal advice, you should

consult an attorney regarding your particular circumstances. The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and

should not be based solely upon advertisements. This material may be “Attorney Advertising” under the ethics and

professional rules of certain jurisdictions. For advertising purposes, St. Louis, Missouri, is designated BCLP’s

principal office and Kathrine Dixon (kathrine.dixon@bclplaw.com) as the responsible attorney.
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