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BCLP has advised leading British vertiport operator Skyports Infrastructure (Skyports) in relation to

a significant deal with Dubai’s Road and Transport Authority (RTA) for the launch of a global first

passenger air taxi service. The deal concluded on 11 February 2024.

The agreement, endorsed by His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Ruler of

Dubai, the Prime Minister and the Vice President of the United Arab Emirates, will see Dubai become

the first location with a commercial, city-wide electric air taxi service and will transform the way

people travel.

It is the first time globally that a transport authority, vertiport operator, aircraft manufacturer and

relevant regulatory bodies have partnered to enable Advanced Air Mobility (AAM).

As a part of the deal, BCLP also advised on the operational arrangements with the electric vertical

take-off and landing (eVTOL) supplier, the design and construction of the ground infrastructure, and

on the vertiports for the Advance Air Mobility (AAM) initiative in Dubai. The vertiport network will

connect key locations across Dubai with fast, efficient, low emissions air taxi services. The network

will integrate with existing transportation hubs, including RTA Dubai’s metro lines and Dubai

International Airport (DXB).

The BCLP team advising Skyports was led by UAE Office Managing Partner Richard Davies and

Regional Practice Group Leader for Energy, Environment and Infrastructure Mark Richards, working

with Technology & Commercial Transactions Partner Richard Shaw in London and Real Estate

Partner David Nunn in Abu Dhabi. The team included Technology & Commercial Associate Director

Benjamin Wheeler, Energy, Environment and Infrastructure, Associate Hansy Shore and Trainee

Sarah Bakare in London and Non-Contentious Construction Associate Nagwa Abuzeid in Abu

Dhabi. 
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Infrastructure

Intellectual Property and Technology Disputes

Getting vertiport pioneer Skyports off the ground in Dubai

RELATED PRACTICE AREAS
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MEET THE TEAM

Richard Davies

Abu Dhabi / Dubai

richard.davies@bclplaw.com

+971 2 652 0330

Mark Richards

London

mark.richards@bclplaw.com

+44 (0) 20 3400 4603

Richard Shaw

London
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This material is not comprehensive, is for informational purposes only, and is not legal advice. Your use or receipt

of this material does not create an attorney-client relationship between us. If you require legal advice, you should

consult an attorney regarding your particular circumstances. The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and

should not be based solely upon advertisements. This material may be “Attorney Advertising” under the ethics and

professional rules of certain jurisdictions. For advertising purposes, St. Louis, Missouri, is designated BCLP’s

principal office and Kathrine Dixon (kathrine.dixon@bclplaw.com) as the responsible attorney.


