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BCLP partners Charlie Weiss and Jonathan B. Potts were recently honored with the Midwest

Innocence Project’s Freedom Award for more than a decade of work representing wrongfully

convicted individuals; empowering and supporting exonerees after their release; and working to

reform the system to help prevent future wrongful convictions.

Since 2009, Charlie has represented five clients seeking to overturn wrongful convictions for murder.

In each instance, Charlie secured a court ruling that vacated a murder conviction based on findings

of actual innocence, resulting in full exonerations. Jonathan has worked alongside Charlie on these

cases since his first month at the firm in 2011. Collectively, these exonerees served more than 100

years in prison for crimes they did not commit.

In 2021, Missouri Lawyers Weekly named Charlie and Jonathan “Lawyers of the Year” for their work

in the exoneration of client Donald Nash of capital murder.

In 2023, the Circuit Attorney for the City of St. Louis appointed Charlie and Jonathan as special

prosecutors to try the first prosecution-led wrongful conviction case in the city’s history. The

American Lawyer named them “Litigators of the Week” for that trial, which was livestreamed for the

public and resulted in the exoneration of Lamar Johnson after 28 years in prison for first-degree

murder.

Last year, Jonathan represented Marcellus Williams, a death row inmate, through trial and multiple

emergency appeals in an effort to halt his execution based on contaminated evidence. His work on

the case has been covered by national media outlets including The New York Times, ABC News,

CNN, NPR, and others.

Charlie and Jonathan currently represent Christopher Dunn on appeal after Dunn spent 34 years in

prison for a murder he did not commit.

BCLP has a longstanding partnership with the Midwest Innocence Project, and together they

continue to advocate for wrongfully convicted individuals across the nation.
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Watch the video interview with Charlie and Jonathan, produced by the Midwest Innocence Project

and shared during the Freedom Award Gala here.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LrPy7zqWk6M
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MEET THE TEAM

This material is not comprehensive, is for informational purposes only, and is not legal advice. Your use or receipt

of this material does not create an attorney-client relationship between us. If you require legal advice, you should

consult an attorney regarding your particular circumstances. The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and

should not be based solely upon advertisements. This material may be “Attorney Advertising” under the ethics and

professional rules of certain jurisdictions. For advertising purposes, St. Louis, Missouri, is designated BCLP’s

principal office and Kathrine Dixon (kathrine.dixon@bclplaw.com) as the responsible attorney.
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