
SUMMARY

Elizabeth Bradley, Global Practice Group Leader for our Tax, Employee Benefits and Private Client

practice, provided insight on ‘Nearly half of business rates appeals taking over 12 months to

resolve’ in an article published in Property Week on 18 February 2026.

BCLP said the surge in cases, and the scale of the increase in cases taking more than 12 months,

point to a system “under significant pressure”.

The VOA’s figures show half of challenges under the 2023 list resulted in an agreed adjustment.

BCLP partner Elizabeth Bradley said: “It is becoming the norm for business rates appeals to take

more than a year to resolve. For ratepayers, that means a much longer period of uncertainty.

“The system is clearly under strain and although around half of challenges do result in an agreed

adjustment, the length of the process means many businesses are left without clarity for an

extended period.”

She added: “Prolonged uncertainty around their rates liability is now influencing investment

decisions.”

The hike in appeals comes ahead of new rateable values (RVs) coming into effect on 1 April – also

the deadline for appeals under the 2023 list – and

BCLP said recent rates reforms, including new multipliers, are likely to generate a further increase

in disputes. From 1 April, businesses will then be able to appeal their new RVs.

The draft RVs, released by the VOA after the November Budget, show total RV across all 2.13

million rated properties is set to rise 19.2% from the 2023 list to £84.4bn.
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Bradley added: “Every new rating list generates a surge of early challenges and the 2026 list will be

no exception. The concern is that this surge will hit a system already under pressure.

“The VOA is still clearing appeals from the 2017 list while simultaneously dealing with a growing

backlog from the 2023 list. With the 2026 list about to open, the system risks carrying two

generations of unresolved disputes at once.”

Read the full article:  Nearly half of business rates appeals taking over 12 months to resolve |
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This material is not comprehensive, is for informational purposes only, and is not legal advice. Your use or receipt

of this material does not create an attorney-client relationship between us. If you require legal advice, you should

consult an attorney regarding your particular circumstances. The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and

should not be based solely upon advertisements. This material may be “Attorney Advertising” under the ethics

and professional rules of certain jurisdictions. For advertising purposes, St. Louis, Missouri, is designated BCLP’s

principal office and Kathrine Dixon (kathrine.dixon@bclplaw.com) as the responsible attorney.
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