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SCOTT CUMMINGS SHARES INSIGHT WITH LAW360 AND
BLOOMBERG LAW ON NEW USPTO PROCEDURE

Apr 17,2026

Scott Cummings, a partner in BCLP's Intellectual Property and Technology Disputes practice,
recently spoke with Law360 and Bloomberg Law about a new U.S. Patent and Trademark
Office (USPTO) procedure allowing patent owners to respond to ex parte reexamination requests.

In his commentary, Scott said letting patent owners respond before ex parte reexaminations are
instituted turns what was once a one-sided process into a two-sided one, giving the office
“ammunition” to decide not to institute a proceeding.

Scott told Bloomberg that it's unclear how much impact the new procedures will have, but
“presumably the desired outcome from the patent owner perspective is to clamp down on the
institution, or order, rate.”
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https://www.law360.com/articles/2462917/new-patent-owner-filings-expected-to-drive-down-reexams
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/bloomberg-government-news/squires-helps-patent-owners-again-with-latest-challenge-tweak
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This material is not comprehensive, is for informational purposes only, and is not legal advice. Your use or receipt
of this material does not create an attorney-client relationship between us. If you require legal advice, you should
consult an attorney regarding your particular circumstances. The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and
should not be based solely upon advertisements. This material may be “Attorney Advertising” under the ethics
and professional rules of certain jurisdictions. For advertising purposes, St. Louis, Missouri, is designated BCLP’s
principal office and Kathrine Dixon (kathrine.dixon@bclplaw.com) as the responsible attorney.
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