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SCOTT CUMMINGS WRITES ABOUT NEW USPTO
PROCEDURE IN IAM

Apr 28,2026

Scott Cummings, a partner in BCLP's Intellectual Property and Technology Disputes practice,
recently discussed the new U.S. Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) procedure allowing patent
owners to respond to ex parte reexamination requests in IAM.

In the article, Scott writes about business and legal takeaways for patent owners and third party
requesters.

“The director’s implementation of this new process against the backdrop of dramatic restriction in
the availability of IPR, and a corresponding surge in ex parte reexamination activity, may signal that
the USPTO intends to more actively manage the pre-order phase of ex parte reexamination as
further means to restrict the historically high grant rate of ex parte reexamination requests, thus
further shielding patent owners from post-grant review by USPTO,” Scott writes.
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This material is not comprehensive, is for informational purposes only, and is not legal advice. Your use or receipt
of this material does not create an attorney-client relationship between us. If you require legal advice, you should
consult an attorney regarding your particular circumstances. The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and
should not be based solely upon advertisements. This material may be “Attorney Advertising” under the ethics
and professional rules of certain jurisdictions. For advertising purposes, St. Louis, Missouri, is designated BCLP’s
principal office and Kathrine Dixon (kathrine.dixon@bclplaw.com) as the responsible attorney.
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