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BIOGRAPHY

Henry W. Ipsen is of counsel in the Denver office and focuses his practice on environmental and

natural resources law. Mr. Ipsen brings over 40 years of strategic and tactical experience in this

area, working frequently with clients involved in regulatory enforcement and litigation, Superfund

allocation, and complex permitting in both enforcement and transactional deals.

Since 1969, Mr. Ipsen has represented a large number of corporations and an array of municipal

and other governmental entities in major federal and state environmental issues. He has extensive

experience with federal and state regulatory agencies in the Rocky Mountain region, California, the

Midwest and Pacific Northwest.

Prior to coming to the firm, Mr. Ipsen was an Assistant Attorney General representing the State of

Washington Department of Ecology and following that was the chief water enforcement attorney in

https://www.bclplaw.com/en-US/offices/denver.html
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the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's Region VIII office in Denver, establishing and directing

the Region's water enforcement program under the federal Clean Water Act. He has spoken

extensively on Clean Water Act enforcement and has authored numerous articles on that subject.

Mr. Ipsen's abundant experience in regulatory enforcement includes federal and state administrative

and judicial enforcement actions under the federal Clean Water Act, Resource Conservation and

Recovery Act, Atomic Energy Act, and the Clean Air Act and state counterpart statutes. He has

substantial experience litigating CERCLA enforcement, allocation and natural resource damage

actions in the federal courts. Mr. Ipsen has been involved in a large number of administrative and

judicial appeals of federal and state licensing actions under the Clean Water Act, Atomic Energy Act,

Resource Conservation and Recovery Act, and state counterparts.

Mr. Ipsen is currently involved in EPA CERCLA liability investigations including interparty cost

allocation/indemnification at the following CERCLA sites:  Jasper County, MO; Viburnum Trend

Mining Sites, MO; Eagle Mine/Belden Cribs, CO; Uravan Uranium Site, CO; DePue Site, IL; Thoro

Chemical, CO; and Portland Harbor Superfund Site, OR. 

CIVIC INVOLVEMENT & HONORS

▪ Best Lawyers in America, Environmental Litigation, 2012–2021

▪ International Who's Who of Environment Lawyers, 2013

▪ Colorado Super Lawyers, 2009–2012

▪ Chambers USA, Natural Resources & Environmental 2006, 2009, 2011, 2014, 2017-2022

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS

▪ Colorado Bar Association

▪ Denver Bar Association

ADMISSIONS

Colorado, 1973

EDUCATION

University of Wisconsin, J.D., 1969
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RELATED INSIGHTS

Awards

Aug 17, 2023

The Best Lawyers in America® 2024

University of Wisconsin, B.A., 1966

Energy Transition

Environment

Nuclear

Real Estate

EXPERIENCE

▪ State of Colorado v. Union Carbide Corp. (U.S.D.C. Colo.)

▪ U. S. v. Eagle Picher Corp. (U.S.D.C. W.D. Mo.)

▪ U. S. v. Sinclair Oil Corp. (U.S.D.C. Wyo., 10th CCA)

▪ State of Colorado v. Cotter Corp. (U.S.D.C. Colo.)

▪ U. S. v. Noranda Mining Co. (U.S.D.C. Idaho)

▪ KN Energy v. Sinclair Oil Corp. (U.S.D.C. Wyo.)

▪ U. S. v. Viacom International Corp. (U.S.D.C. Colo.)

▪ Illinois ex rel Ryan v. Horsehead Industries, et al. (Ill. Cir. Ct.)

▪ Wason Ranch Corp. v. Hecla Mining Co., et al. (U.S.D.C. Colo.)

▪ Village of DePue, Ill. v. ExxonMobil Corp., et al. (C.D. Ill. and 7th Cir. CCA)

▪ In Re Twins Inn CERCLA Site, Dow Chemical Co. (EPA VIII); pending EPA CERCLA liability

investigations of the following mining/milling sites: Tulsa Fuels, OK; Jasper County, MO;

Belden Cribs, CO; Viburnum Trend District, MO; Portland Harbor, OR

RELATED CAPABILITIES
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Awards

Aug 18, 2022

The Best Lawyers in America© 2023

Awards

Jun 01, 2022

Chambers USA 2022

Awards

Aug 19, 2021

The Best Lawyers in America© 2022

Awards

May 20, 2021

Chambers USA 2021

Awards

Aug 20, 2020

The Best Lawyers in America© 2021

Awards

Apr 23, 2020

Chambers USA 2020

Awards

Aug 15, 2019

The Best Lawyers in America© 2020

Awards

Apr 26, 2019

Chambers USA 2019


