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COOK COUNTY RETAILERS CHEER REPEAL OF SODA TAX
THAT SPURRED CLASS-ACTION LAWSUITS

Oct 16,2017

Cook County, lllinois has repealed its sweetened beverage tax, just two months after the unpopular
ordinance was implemented. As we previously reported, Cook County was among a nhumber of
localities across the country to pass sugary drink tax laws, including the following:

- Berkeley in December 2015;

- Albany, California in December 2016;

- Philadelphia in January 2017;

- and Oakland, California; Boulder, Colorado; and Cook County, lllinois in July 2017.

Cook County consumers objected, however, to paying an additional 68 cents for a two-liter soft
drink or an extra 72 cents for a six-pack. Retailers complained the tax was driving consumers to
neighboring jurisdictions to avoid the tax.

The sweetened beverage tax also triggered numerous lawsuits, some of which are still playing out
in court. The lllinois Retail Merchants Association sued the county to get the tax thrown out days
before it was to take effect. The court granted a restraining order to keep the tax from being
imposed. Later, however, the court allowed the tax to move forward. The merchants appealed that
decision.

And law firms filed at least a dozen consumer class actions against retailers and fast food chains

that failed to properly calculate the tax on retail sales. For example, one plaintiff sued a retailer for
allegedly wrongly charging the tax on unsweetened sparkling water. The case, which seeks class-

action status, is still pending.

For questions or more information, contact the author, Charles Lin, at Charles.Lin@bryancave.com
or (949) 223-7145, or any member of the Retail team.
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This material is not comprehensive, is for informational purposes only, and is not legal advice. Your use or receipt
of this material does not create an attorney-client relationship between us. If you require legal advice, you should
consult an attorney regarding your particular circumstances. The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and
should not be based solely upon advertisements. This material may be “Attorney Advertising” under the ethics
and professional rules of certain jurisdictions. For advertising purposes, St. Louis, Missouri, is designated BCLP’s
principal office and Kathrine Dixon (kathrine.dixon@bclplaw.com) as the responsible attorney.
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